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UNIVERSITY STUDENTS AMONG FIRE FIGHTERS
IN TINDER-DRY REGIONS DURING SUMMER
By Dennis Sale
UM Information Services
MISSOULA·Facing danger by squelching raging wildfires and trampling hot embers may not be
among life's pleasant experiences, but a number of University of Montana students,
including several coeds, earned summer wages by performing such tasks as members of state
and federal fire fighting crews in western Montana's tinder-dry forests.
The UM students have been members of fire-fighting crews employed during the summer
fire season by the

u.

S. Forest Service and the Southwest Area of the Division of

Forestry, Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation.
Fires fought by members of the work-weary crews--some of whom worked round-the-clock
to limit the damage done by the blazes--ranged from relatively small railroad fires to
more serious blazes.
Members of USFS fire defense crews, including several University coeds who were part
of a 22-woman fire-fighting team, battled the 840-acre Koo Koo Fire in the Kootenai
National Forest in northwestern Montana and the 179-acre Berrett Creek fire in the
Colville National Forest in northeastern Washington State.
About 25 UM students fought fires during the summer for the Southwest Area of the
State Division of Forestry, which has headquarters in Missoula.
~niversity

students also were among the Montana National Guardsmen who were

activated in August by Gov. Thomas L. Judge to battle a number of serious fires,
including the 5,800-acre Prewitt Creek blaze between Helena and Great Falls.
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Fire also came close to the Missoula campus during the summer.

National Guard and

state forestry fire-fighting crews combined forces to extinguish an 18-acre fire on the
southwest ridge of Mount Sentinel, which borders the University campus on the east.
Commenting on the quality of work done by his fire-fighting crews this summer, Chuck
Wright, supervisor of the Southwest Area, State Division of Forestry, said, "The job of
fire fighting they did was excellent--Ne expect excellence and we get excellence."
Wright said the fire-fighters from the Southwest Area won the 1972 Smokechaser
Championship in competition with other state fire_fighting units from the Northwest Area
of Kalispell and the Central Area of Helena.
"I imagine if \ole had had the time to hold the championship this year we would have
won again, 11 he commented.
State fire fighting crews from the Southwest Area, who battled a total of 146 fires
from June 15-Sept. 4 this year, are slated to be deactivated Sept. 15, although some of
the crew members may be called to fight fires after that date if they are needed, \'#right
said.
###

